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University of Minnesota, Morris Scholastic Committee 
Meeting #10, November 17, 2010 
 
The Scholastic Committee met at 9:00 on Wednesday, November 17, in Behmler 130.   
 
Present: J Goodnough (Chair), T Berberi, C Braegelmann, C Cole, C Dingley,   
S Gross, S Haugen,  A. Helgerson, H Ladner, J Richards, C Stemper, D Stewart 
Guests: M Page, Pilar Eble, Nancy Pederson, Ryan Schamp 
 
1. The Minutes of November 9 were approved. 
 
2. Report from the chair 
 Responding to a question about the academic integrity discussions, the chair stated 
that the procedure is still being developed, and input is welcome. 
 The links to academic integrity found on the UMM webpage either do not connect to 
UMM information or they are outdated/incorrect (e.g., the plagiarism information).  
Needed information is missing. The chair will contact computing services to request 
updates and better monitoring of pages that should expire.  The owner of this 
webpage is not apparent on the site. 
 Two links will be sent to members concerning academic dishonesty:  Shadow Scholar 
(easy access to professional paper writers via web advertising) and The Ticker (test 
questions now being leaked). 
 http://chronicle.com/article/The-Shadow-Scholar/125329/ 
 http://chronicle.com/blogs/ticker/cheating-on-u-of-central-florida-
test-was-aided-by-use-of-textbook-questions/28335 
 http://www.morris.umn.edu/cs/policies/plagpolicy.shtml 
 
3. Probation Holds 
1. History:  following fall and spring semesters, students with term or cum GPA <2.0 
are placed on probation (PB hold).  PB is meant as a warning, not as punishment.  
Before queued registration begins each semester, a report is run to identify students 
who have moved to good standing—term and cum GPA are both 2.0 or higher.  The 
PB hold is removed from the record of those students. 
2. PSEO or Intra-University Transfer students may have <2.0 at another U of M campus 
but would not have a Morris PB. 
3. Students from 2. above are not always getting the warning from UMM. 
 Shortly before fall semester begins, a roster will be run of new first-time students at UMM.  
If a GPA is listed, the student has previous U of M coursework and a GPA <2.0 will indicate that 
the student has a PB hold at another campus.  UMM will keep the student on probation as stated 
in the University Academic Probation and Suspension policy.   
 Data on how all incoming students with a GPA on previous college-level work is <2.0 was 
requested from Admissions, but we have not received it to date.  
 
4. Discussion regarding institutional support for international students 
 Pilar Eble, Nancy Pederson, and Hilda Ladner presented data about international students. 
 The number of international students in our total student body increased from 2.7% 
(33/1686) in fall 2007 to 6% (103/1811) in fall 2010.  Most are from Shanghai University 
of Finance and Economics, an institution with which we have an articulation agreement. 
 Admissions has projected the numbers to increase to 9.8% (170/1830) in fall 2012. 
 
 Most of these students are degree-seeking.  Exchange programs accounted for 17 students 
in 2008, 13 in 2009, and 6 in 2010. 
 Average cumulative GPA of the student body including part-time but excluding all 
international students is 3.05. 
 Average cumulative GPA of the international degree-seeking students is 3.30. 
 68% of international degree-seeking students have a cum GPA of 3.0 or higher. 
 Cohort/Retention rates are less clearly interpreted:  earlier, smaller cohorts have 
percentages that are more extreme, and tracking did not begin until 2008. 
 
As the numbers increased it became clear that international students need more support services.  
An informal survey conducted by Nancy Pederson, the Language instructor, asked students to 
rate on a 1-5 scale (1 disagree – 5 agree) various aspects of their first weeks here.  Responses to 
the question, “UMM is doing all it can to help me be successful” showed that most students felt 
supported to some degree.  But another version of the question, “UMM needs to do more to help 
me be successful” received mixed responses; however, the students may not have clearly 
understood this question.   
 Where is support needed?   The Equity, Diversity, and Intercultural Program is working to 
anticipate the needs, and strongly recommends international student participation in the Intensive 
English Language Summer Institute that was recently approved. The target audience is UMM 
admitted international students especially the first year SUFE Fall 2011 cohort.  Enrollment 
target is from 45-60 students, 4 sections of 10-15 students.  This institute is designed to be self-
sustaining. 
 The committee made recommendations for topics that could be addressed in the institute and 
during orientation. 
--university language:  bursar, OTR, APAS, deadlines, cultural academic expectations 
--intentional contact with domestic students through classes and activities 
--reinforce integration when fall semester begins through rooming with a domestic student 
--at the same time, keep the ties among cohort members as a strong retention tool toward 
graduation 
 
An international student fee has been proposed to begin fall 2011, to provide student support.  
An international student tuition differential has been proposed to fund international student 
scholarships, beginning fall 2012. 
 
 Scholastic has no intention of making rules to govern use of dictionaries or translators, but 
wants to encourage faculty to state their expectations about such things and to provide resources.  
When asked for recommendations on the use of dictionaries, the presenters noted that at first the 
students are so completely overwhelmed that they need tools, such as writing on the board a key 
word of a concept that they can look up.  Three to four weeks later, students are able to focus on 
taking notes on the lecture, because they are more able to grasp the concepts.  On tests in year 
one, allow the use of paper dictionaries that can be easily checked for notes, unless the test 
includes vocabulary. Students should also be encouraged to ask instructors questions rather than 
relying on dictionaries, regardless of how long students have been attending university in the 
U.S.  This does require overcoming the cultural reluctance to be conspicuous by raising your 
hand.  Also, instructors should not look “too busy” to answer questions. 
   
Submitted by Dorothy De Jager 
